
 

President and Delegate of the Board of Directors 

Reto Gurtner – the visionary of the Weisse Arena Gruppe 
 

 
Reto Gurtner, President and Delegate of the Board of Directors of the Weisse Arena 

Gruppe, has always been fascinated by the Californian surfing scene, the relaxed 

lifestyle in sunny Venice Beach and the freedom of riding waves. When he took over 

the Crap Sogn Gion mountain railway in Laax from his father at a young age, he 

dreamed of incorporating this lifestyle up the mountains as well. Today, 35 years later, 

LAAX is known worldwide as a freestyle destination with a relaxed, urban lifestyle. 

Reto Gurtner brought surfers to the snow, the snowboarders up to his mountain and 

made LAAX the undisputed number one in the freestyle scene.  
 

From an Ordinary Skiing Region to the World's Best Freestyle Destination 

Reto Gurtner originally wanted to become a business lawyer. For that reason, he studied 

economics in St. Gallen and law in Berne. When the owner of the Laax mountain cableways 

Crap Sogn Gion and father of the then 27-year-old died in 1983, Reto Gurtner took over the 

family business. From then on, he was responsible for the cable car from the Laax base 

station to Crap Sogn Gion. In 1996, he merged his business with the Flims cableways to 

form the Weisse Arena Gruppe. Since then he has completely transformed winter sports. 

What began as an admiration of the Californian surfer scene is now one of the most 

successful winter sports concepts in the Alps. A ski resort that accepts snowboarders just as 

much as skiers and promotes and celebrates freestyle and freedom in the snow.  

Today LAAX is the Venice Beach of the mountains, just as Gurtner once imagined it. And not 

only in winter, but also in summer. Every year, the summer offer is upgraded as well; with 

additional bike trails and skate parks, among other things. The success of the destination is 

due in no small part to Reto Gurtner's entrepreneurial approach: in addition to the ski lifts, 

other services such as hotels, restaurants, sports and rental stores, as well as a ski, 

snowboard and bike school, are also part of the Weissen Arena Gruppe. A corporate concept 



 

that is still unique in the Alps today and confirms LAAX with Reto Gurtner in its role as the 

future shaper of the mountain tourism industry.  

 

In 2020, he handed over the operational management and role as CEO to Markus Wolf. This 

enables him to focus more on the future strategic direction of his life's work. This will enable 

him to push ahead with more innovation projects, establish profitable cooperations and 

support internal transformation processes. "By handing over the operative business to 

Markus Wolf, I can use my energy for strategic aspects and thus make a significant 

contribution to making Weisse Arena Gruppe the most attractive employer in the region and 

one of the most innovative tourism companies in the Alps," says Reto Gurtner on his 

retirement from the operative business. 

 

First Mover in Digitization, Sustainability and Urbanization 

Courage, fun, team spirit, and respect for people and nature are the values that Reto Gurtner 

brought to his company and that LAAX embodies today. However, his success is based 

primarily on the fact that he understands what the guest wants in the future, consistently 

pursues his ideas and is not deterred by proven conventions. This is how LAAX created the 

first indoor freestyle hall in Europe, the largest halfpipe in the world, and a holistic modern-

urban mountain concept, which stands out from other destinations and is aimed deliberately 

at younger people. "Mountain destinations must succeed in inspiring the younger and urban 

generation with new offers." says Gurtner.  

 

Over the years, this pioneering spirit and many innovative projects have made LAAX the first 

mover in the tourism and leisure industry and the world's number one freestyle location. 

Especially the sustainability concept "Greenstyle" and the establishment of the INSIDE LAAX 

exemplify Gurtner's pioneering spirit. Under the motto "reduce, reuse, recycle", the 

sustainability concept brings LAAX closer to its goal of becoming the first self-sustaining ski 

resort. This vision along with the app serves as a role model for other Alpine regions. 

 

The passionate skier and former snowboarder gives interviews in German, French, Italian, 

English and even Romansh. To this day, the Flims native still lives in the region with his wife 

and two children. The destination has changed and the spirit is different. However, LAAX 

stands out from other winter sports regions, even beyond Switzerland's borders. The villages 

have developed into a destination with an urban mountain lifestyle and the freedom to set its 

own limits. Snowboarders and skiers not only accept each other, they learn from each other 

and go on new paths together. Freestyle is admired instead of looked down upon.  

 

LAAX is a destination that is radically and originally true to itself – just like Reto Gurtner's 

ideas and vision. For this, he received several awards. In 2018, he was awarded the 

Milestone Award, the most important Swiss tourism prize. The award recognized him for his 

life's work and decades of commitment as well as for his constant quest for innovation.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Do you have questions or would you like to learn more? Feel free to contact us! 
 
 
Media Contact: 
Weisse Arena Gruppe 
Media Office 
Via Murschetg 17 
CH-7031 Laax 
Telephone: +41 81 927 70 26 
E-Mail: medien@laax.com 
 

 

About Weisse Arena Gruppe 

 

The Weisse Arena Gruppe based in Laax in the Swiss canton 

of Graubünden is an integrated service company. The group 

includes a lift company, various hotels and restaurants, sports 

and rental stores, a ski, snowboard and bike school, as well as 

a management and construction company. The Weisse Arena 

Gruppe is responsible for the year-round marketing of the 

destination Flims Laax Falera under the two brands  

Flims and LAAX. 
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